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We want our online magazine to be photography based, 

but our mission is to create a network of aspiring and      

accomplished photojournalists. Together, we can create a 

network of citizen written articles—meaning the public will 

be able to submit their own work to be published through 

us in our magazine or as one of our online articles. By     

going through a democratic system, staff and audience 

alike will have the opportunity to be featured in Urban 

Skyline Magazine. We want to get people involved,             
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By Carlie Rice 

Whenever I go from my school in NYC to my hometown on the Jersey Shore, 
I always take the ferry from Pier 11 at South Street Seaport. When I found out 
September’s theme for Urban Skyline would be transportation, I figured it was a 
perfect opportunity to tell you all about it. First of all, the ferry is by far my favor-
ite mode of transportation. It’s $45 for a round trip, which may seem a little 
pricey, but it is definitely worth it. There is a bar on the first floor of the ferry 
where you can buy snacks, soft drinks, and beers. And on the second and third 
floor, you can sit outside. With a beer in my hand and watching the sun set be-
hind the waves on the ocean, it is always the perfect way to spend an hour of trav-
eling.  Plus there are so many incredible views to take in on the way- including El-
lis Island, the Statue of Liberty, and the NYC skyline.  

If you want to try the ferry for yourself, I urge you to book a trip one day in 
early September. You can start at the South Street Seaport, browsing some stores 
and stopping at the food stands that line the cobblestone street. It’s a good idea to 
buy some food to bring with 
you for the day. From there 
you can take the ferry from 
Pier 11. Its also very helpful 
(and much easier) to bring 
$45 in cash and buy your 
ticket as you board the ferry. 
From here, you can go to 
Sandy Hook in New Jersey. 
Definitely sit outside and 
keep your eyes out towards 
the water. Last time my sister 
and I were on the ferry, she 
spotted a whale and I noticed 
some dolphins! The ferry will 
drop you off right next to the 
beach at Sandy Hook. Here, 
you can spend the entire day 
enjoying the nearly empty 
beach (all the northerners 
leave after Labor Day) and 
soaking in the last few days of 
the summer and the warm 
ocean before it gets too cold. 

Seaport and the Ferry 





By Nicola Lederer 

I love the combination of architecture and people. I captured this 
situation in Chicago. A man walking along the line of the shadow 
next to the metro bridge construction. The mix of materials - wood 
and steel - is interesting and the person next to the construction 
gives the image an idea of the size. Chicago is an interesting and 
great city for architecture. The combination of old buildings in the 
middle of new ones is fascinating.  

Walk the Line 
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By Abdallah Yashir 
Last week construction has started at my place in order to 
extend the house. I waited in the afternoon near the golden 
moment in order to capture this scene. I have found 
through experience that even mundane shots become some-
what very interesting when exposed during that period. 
Likewise having portraits at that time makes the subject 
highly interesting. 
I now understand why people loves shooting movies with 
the camera facing the sun or using at least the two point 
lighting system which from my point of view gives a nice 
feel to the picture or video. 

Last Week’s Construction 
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By Chelsea Buranich 

It was a blisteringly hot day; but the wind cooled my 
body as the Governor’s Island ferry glided across the 
East River. I shuffled off the boat with my picnic bas-
ket in hand, and ventured out to look for the perfect 
shady tree. After my short time there, I sat on the 
boat and reflected on my summer; that cool air blow-
ing my hair once again.   

The Ferry to Governors 

Island 



By Nicole Alfaro 

Presidential Decree No. 824 de-

clares that the province of Ma-

nila as the center of the political 

power and the seat of the Gov-

ernment of the Philippines 

signed on November 7, 1975 un-

der Former President Ferdinand 

E. Marcos. 

Manila city is known as one of the biggest and busiest cities in the 

country (Source: bananatravels.com). Since, 16th century the city served as a commercial center of many cen-

turies before the arrival of Spaniards. This year, Manila celebrated its 444th foundation day anniversary as a 

commemoration of Manila being the capital of the Philippines.  

On the other hand, this city is far beyond from what you are expecting. Manila is continuously grow-

ing but apparently the projects that are left stagnant do not reflect the connotation as the nation’s capital. 

Nowadays, urban planning aims to develop Manila; it also guides and ensures the progress of settle-

ments and communities. Thus, it becomes one of the biggest 

problems that the city is currently facing. According to Mr. Paulo 

G. Alcarazen, the founder and principal designer of Paulo G. Al-

carazen and Associates (PGAA) Creative Design, Metro Manila is 

experiencing urban chaos and has reached a sustainability crisis 

due to lack of implementation of urban master plans.  Alcarazen 

says that it has already been more than a hundred of years and 

Metro Manila still does not have a holistic, metro-wide urban 

plan in effect.  

Until now the construction of the roads, pipe ways and other in-

frastructures are still on-going even though the contract has end-

ed, that is why these projects are becoming a hindrance to the 

daily lives and transportation of our fellow Manileños.  

In a situation like this, people must be knowledgeable 

enough to ponder upon the current issue of Manila regarding 

urban planning, in such that it can trigger the authorities to 

make an action to create a project that can be beneficial for the 

future. 

Urban Chaos 



By Chelsea Buranich 

When my family sits down for a meal at the end of the day, the conver-
sation exclusively revolves around dirt.  

My dad is an excavator, my older brother is a hay farmer, and my 
younger – an aspiring diesel mechanic. My mom and I are the minority, 
so when it comes to communal conversation, the boys rule. Growing up 
in this environment, I have learned a lot about machines, trucks, and 
digging holes. My dad comes home every night covered in a layer of 
dust – he digs holes for a living. While it may not seem amazing, he is 
exceptionally good at his trade.  

Growing up in a rural area, surrounded by Massey Fergusons and John 
Deere’s, it’s funny to see such big machines while in the city. I snap pic-
tures to my dad of the excavators and men doing work alongside the 
busy streets of Manhattan. Although different, it makes me feel at 
home. When I smell diesel fuel, I am reminded of my home. My dad. 
My brothers. My dinner table talk of dirt, hay, and construction.   

Dirt 



We Love Going for  

Random Drives 

By Mandeep Brar 

We love going for random drives. Not those pre-planned, mapped out drives, the get in the 
car start driving north usually for the beauty of it all, make a few random turns and see where 
we end up drives. Sometimes we like to pick a spot to pull over and park, so we can take a 
walk and enjoy the slowed down look at the scenic views. The need to be outdoors, away from 
the noise and congestion, the need to appease our visual sense and be surrounded by nature 
that need ties us to nature. We camp, build treehouses, go hiking, and consider these activi-
ties to be leisure, at times a luxury, but it's a need for that feeling of positivity and clarity, a 
need for that calm feeling to wash over you, a human need for balance. When our senses and 
minds aren’t clouded by the glitz and growing modernization of our world, we get a glimpse 
into a window, we get to look into a part of ourselves that gets quieted in a busy world. 

https://iwriteyoureadwecreate.wordpress.com




By Radina Arsenova 

It is almost New Year's Eve and I am walking. Walking around the old town 
of Hamburg, Germany, breathing in the salty air from the canal nearby, my 
steps get slower as I pass the huge dark buildings. 

I stop walking and look around, wondering. Where have all the people 
gone, why are we alone, the busses were so full, where is all the traffic? 

It is silent in these streets. The buildings seem to protect us from the noise, 
from the stress, from the tourists. I am amazed how different they look 
from the rest of the city, so solid and kind of scary, somehow. 

A seagull flies by and reminds me to go on, go back to the sunlight, the 

Speicherstadt 

https://strawberryelmo.wordpress.com/


Hailing a cab is no easy task on rainy days in Manhattan. 

The MTA offers transportation by bus and subway, yet 

public transportation is still looked down by most com-

muters. Companies such as Uber and Lyft arrange for costly alternatives, along with cabs for private travel. Biking 

and walking provide a healthier and cheaper alternative. On a rainy day, it is much harder to find a cab. People no 

longer take the healthy option of biking or walking in the rain and unknowingly create what economists call the 

“Tragedy of the Commons.” Tragedy of the commons is when an individual acts independently at the cost of some-

thing from the whole group. Acting alone, we tend to forget about the effects when we are just one of a hundred 

thousand. Currently, there are taxicabs, and there is also a new market emerging. According to Schaller Consulting, 

in 2014 there was an average of 485,000 trips per day carrying about 600,000 passengers with a journey of about 

two and a half miles in New York City. That is twenty percent of all trips are under a mile (Taxicab Fact Book). 

With so many passengers avoiding public transportation, private transportation makes the streets much more clus-

tered resulting in traffic and even adds pollution to our streets. Even at the margin, each and every single vehicle 

adds to the total amount of pollution. Is it necessary to add these extra vehicles? 

There are alternatives for people to use! In the photograph above, it shows two alternatives to these forms of trans-

portation. More people should be using public transportation offered by the MTA or even bicycles. In 2013, on av-

erage 340,000 people commuted by bus; a little over half as many people who were taking private cabs. The 

600,000 does not take into account the amount of people using services like Uber and Lyft. More people taking 

public transportation would clear up our streets and reduce traffic time for the average commuter. One can also ride 

a bicycle. Citi Bike is not only a healthy alternative, but it limits pollution, still lets one commute alone, and is even 

a cheap alternative! Citi Bike costs $149 plus tax for a year! That is under fifty cents a day. A monthly metro card 

costs $116.50 a month averaging about $3.90 cents a day. In contrast, taxicabs start at $2.50 just for getting in the 

cab. 

This picture was taken at the street corner of Broadway and Fulton Street in the Financial District. Although it was 

very cold, and snowing at times throughout the day, this biker and many others were still on using bikes as a way to 

commute. The sun was also shining creating a strong natural light source suited for taking photographs. The photo-

graph shows two separate ideas. There is a bicyclist biking with no traffic in the foreground, showing how open the 

road is for himself to go ahead. By biking, he continues to travel alone while not effecting the environment or traf-

fic flow. In the background, even though it is blurred out, you can see a public transportation vehicle in the form of 

an MTA.The settings are a little bit unusual. The ISO was also set at 100, but the exposure time was a lot slower as 

it was only 1/13. My biggest change was the F-stop where I shot at f/18. Lastly, it was not all just shot while hold-

ing the camera still. Because of the slower shutter and the high F-stop, I had to physically move the camera with the 

biker to keep the biker in focus; this created an extremely blurred background but a focus on a moving object. 

Biking: A less 

Crowded Place 
By Jason Tompa 
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